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Course description

Main objective

The course has a twofold objective: to introduce doctoral students to phenomenological
anthropology as a contemporary methodology in ethnology and, at the same time, to explain
phenomenological philosophy as one of the key trends of the 20th century that is still very much
relevant in the different fields of humanities and social sciences.

Goals and competences

The course provides students with theoretical methodological knowledge and encourages
critical evaluation of methodologies. Students get to understand the basic assumptions of the
phenomenological approach, learn to be aware of the variety of applications and to consider
their applicability to their research material.

Syllabus

Introduction of the main concepts of phenomenology; identification of the authors who have
contributed to the formation of phenomenological anthropology.

Phenomenological anthropology is introduced through an analysis of the work of Michael
Jackson and Tim Ingold by examining the way in which philosophical existential questions are
posed to ethnographic, folklore and other fieldwork material. The presentation of thematic and
problematic field of research of ethnologists working with this methodology: forms of sensation
and knowledge of individuals and communities, emotions (shame, pride, suffering, etc.),
conceptions of self-perception and identity, experiences of interpersonal relations (friendship,
hostility, violence, help, etc.), perception of place and time, memory. Phenomenological
anthropology shows that an individual being is inextricably linked to social existence and that
individual creativity is linked to tradition.

The following authors are presented according to the interests of specific students:
anthropologists Clifford Geertz, Marcel Mauss and Steven Feld; folklorists and theorists of
performativity Albert Bates Lord, Richard Bauman, Roger D. Abrahams and Lauri Honko and
archaeologist Christopher Tilley.

Phenomenological anthropology reveals ethnology as a dynamic process, as a living world,
including all its participants: performers and listeners, recorders and researchers; the time and
place of the action, cultural memory. It shows how ethnological material captures ways of life,
distinctive and common forms of experience.
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2. Ingold Timand E. Hallam (ed.) Creativity and cultural improvisation, Oxford: Berg,
2007.
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